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ST A TE OF MISSISSIPPI 

COUNTY OF OKTIBBEHA 

AFFIDAVIT OF PAULA RENEE HATHORN 

I, Paula Hathorn, having been duly sworn, depose and state as follows: 

I . I am over the age of twenty-one and am competent to make the statements contained in 
this affidavit. All statements are within my personal knowledge. 

2. My name is Paula Renee Hathorn. I first met Willie Jerome Manning around 1991 when I 
was in the county jail. I was raped by an officer while in jail at that time, and the officer 
that raped me is still employed by the police department. I reported the rape, and I was 
transferred to Rankin County. 

3. In 1992, after I was released from county jail, I li ved off and on with Willie Manning and 
his mother in the Bethel Community in Starkville, Mississippi. After Willie Manning was 
arrested, I was a prosecution witness in Willie's 1995 trial concerning the deaths of two 
Mississippi State University students. 

4. Before Willie Manning's 1995 trial, former Sheriff Dolph Bryan pressured me to try to get 
Willie to confess to the student murders. When I was first approached by Dolph, I had over 
twenty bad check charges in different counti es . Dolph told me not to worry about going to 
j ail for these charges. He raised his eyebrows and said, "you ain't going to have to worry 
about that." 

5. Do lph would take me to a house and have Willie call me. The calls were recorded . Willie 
said he didn' t have anything to do with the MSU students. 

6. Dolph also would have me come to the jail where Willie was at night. I would get to the 
jail around 9:00 p.m. I would visit with Willie in person and stay about an hour. Dolph 
would make me wear a wire during our visits. I remember Dolph telling an officer named 
George Carrithers to put a wire on me one time and send me into Willie ' s ja il cell around 
9:00 p.m. I do not know if Willie ever knew that I was wearing a wire. 

7. Before Willie's 1995 trial, Dolph met with me alone several times to rehearse my trial 
testimony. Dolph told me I could "answer a question with a question" and could al~ays 
just say, " I don' t know" or " f don' t recall." 

8. Dolph told me several times that the MSU student murders were "a drug deal gone bad." 
Dolph drove me out to the gravel road where he said the bodies were found. He said, "you 
know Fly done this." " It was a drug deal gone bad." 
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9. I received $17,500 for being a prosecution witness in Willie's 1995 trial. Dolph drove me 
to the bank to get the money. Before I testified, Dolph also gave me other money. George 

Can-ithers more than once got cash for me out of a box in the Sheriff's Department. Dolph 
paid my bills sometimes and paid for some furniture. He also would pick me up and buy 

me food from Church' s Chicken. 

I 0. In 2000 or 200 I , 1 spoke with an investigator named James Green, who was helping 

Willie's lawyers work on his appeal. I signed an affidavit in 2001. Everything in that 
affidavit is true, and it is attached to this affidavit. 

11. Until January 2023, I had never read my trial testimony. When individuals with the 
Mississippi Office of Capital Post-Conviction Counsel recently asked to speak to me and 
told me they represent Willie Manning, I asked them ifl could read my trial testimony and 
my statements to the police. They provided me my testimony and statements. 

12. I' ve now read my trial testimony and my statements to the police. 

13. Willie Manning did provide me with a brown jacket sometime in 1992 or 1993. Willie also 
had other similar brown jackets, a black leather jacket, and a blue jean jacket around this 

time. 

14. I cannot remember exact dates from December 1992 when the student murders happened. 

But 1 do remember when Steve Moore (Willie Manning's friend) shot himself at Arby ' s. I 
saw Willie Manning at his mother' s house soon after Steve Moore' s death. Tt was at least 

during the same week. I think it was the next day or that evening after Steve' s death that I 

saw Willie because that is when news of Steve's death and the MSU student murders were 
on the television. Willie mentioned to me how shocked he was by Steve's death. 

15. Willie Manning' s mother's house did not have running hot water or a shower. You would 

have to boil water on the stove and wash off in the sink. I never saw Willie Manning with 
any clothes that had blood on them, and I never saw him trying to clean blood off him or 

off any clothes. 

16. I am making these statements of my own free will, and all statements are true and correct. 

As 1 said in my other affidavit, I have always feared reprisals from law enforcement for 

telling the truth. But because Dolph Bryan is no longer sheriff~ I hope there won' t be any 
threats and reprisals from law enforcement. 

Further affiant sayeth not. 
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SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED before me, this the J,_ day of February 2023. 

Notary Public 

My Commission Expires: 

3 





r 
r 
r 
I . 
r 

L 
L 
L 

((t; 1)(15 

he told·;nc n01 ro worry :ibcut gc.:ing to jail. 

10. Bec,rust tte. sh~ri~f indicated that I would no1 have to serve any prison tin:ie, I agreed to 
plead guilty to some of t11e charges i.n Justice Court in Oktibbeha Cowity. Because lhe sheriff 
assw·ed me that I had nothing 10 worTy auout, I waived my right to an attorney for that gu:lty 
plea. l rhink that was in the. fall of l 993 or maybe early in the winter of 1994. I was also not 
prose.cuttd on the otber charges. 

l l . l a.,n ma}rJng these statement«; of my own free will. No threat.-:., coercion, or promises 
)Jrive been made to t')btain th.is i:1fomia.ti.c1n, which is true ::md correct. -

12. However. I am giving this statement with the expectJtion of reprisals from law 
enforcement. 1 am afraid of wh.11 might hJppen on my preseIJt charges because l made. these 
st<liements. Regardless of the consequences, the foregoing stmements at"e trutJ fol z.nd. correct. 

-~0.~ 
PAULA RENE£ HATHORN 

A.fti(fa,i; uf Pnu\n Ren~~ Halhun: 
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